
 I grew up in New York State; a small town in the Finger 
Lakes region. My Mom was my inspiration for gardening. 
However, I wasn’t keen on gardening as a teenager when I 
was asked to help her in the garden. My least favorite task 
was deadheading petunias!  I began gardening on my own 
after college at a rental home. 
 I moved to Wisconsin in January 2011. Prior to the move 
here I lived in Northwest Pennsylvania. I did my master 
gardening certification in 1993. I met Mike Turner within 
my first year here and he was the one to encourage me to 
reinstate my master gardener status and volunteer at his 
sanctioned project, the Marigold Mile.
 I was looking for a way to become connected after moving 
here and saw an ad for volunteering at The Gardens of the 
Fox Cities. That was my first volunteering stint in gardening 
in the Fox Valley. I was later hired as the garden manager. 
 I am married with three adult children. Our children live 
in New Hampshire and Denver, Colorado. Our kids like 
gardening; they are more invested in vegetable gardening. 
I like perennial gardening and trees. I do some vegetable 
gardening.

 I love visiting gardens 
when traveling. In April, we 
were in the San Francisco 
area and David Calle 
mentioned a public garden 
and house I should check 
out: Filoli. We did and it 
was a highlight of our trip. 
When my oldest daughter 
was going to school in 
Philadelphia, we visited the Morris Arboretum several times. 
The Morris Arboretum has a 100 year old Katsura tree that 
is amazing. Since seeing it I have planted a Katsura tree in 
Pennsylvania and one here in Wisconsin. Another fantastic 
public garden in the Philadelphia area is Chanticleer. 
 When I am not gardening I like to read, exercise, cook 
and I play the piano. I didn’t start piano lessons until I was 
an adult. Gardening is therapy for me. I feel relaxed and 
peaceful when I am in the garden.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Barbara Fetterolf

 Our Garden Walk this year will showcase local gardens 
and make gardening more accessible to children attending 
Columbus Elementary School this fall. 
 The Garden Walk will take place on Saturday, June 17, 
from 10 am until 4 pm and will feature six home gardens in 
the Appleton area. Visitors will have an opportunity to tour a 
variety of gardens, including expansive gardens on large lots, 
and small, urban paradise lawns, vegetable gardens, unusual 
plants, and imaginative displays of annual containers. 
 In addition to supporting the Salvation Army and St. Joseph 
Food Program, proceeds from this year’s walk will be used to 
purchase building supplies for a garden tool shed at Columbus 
Elementary School in Appleton, WI. The shed will be built as 
part of the Greater Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity “Rock the 
Block” project in the Columbus School area this fall. Master 
Gardener Shirley Martin has been providing classroom and 
hands on gardening instruction at Columbus Elementary for 
several years. The tool shed will house tools used by Shirley, 
teachers and children when working in the school gardens. 
The school gardens at Columbus Elementary School began as 
part of the Goodwill Grows program and was featured on the 

OCMGA Garden Walk in 2015.
 Tickets for the Garden Walk can be purchased for $10 each 
at any of the gardens on the day of the event.  Gardens featured 
this year are located at 4736 W. Capitol Drive, Appleton; 233 N 
Outagamie Street, Appleton; 1025 S Kernan Avenue, Appleton; 
2812 Schaefer Circle, Appleton; 8348 Pine Cone Circle, 
Winchester; and N564 County Road M, Hortonville.
 Volunteers are needed to staff this year’s MG garden walk.  
Shifts run from 9:30 am to noon; 11:45 am to 2 pm; 1:45 pm to 
4 pm.  Duties would include ticket sales and interacting with the 
walk attendees.  We will provide “cheat sheets” for each garden.   
Anyone working two or three consecutive slots at one garden 
will be invited to the tour portion of the pre-walk on Wednesday, 
June 14.
 To volunteer, e-mail Barb Fetterolf at brf233@yahoo.com or 
call her at 814-673-0934.  You may request specific sites and/or 
time slots or offer your services as needed.  We will do our best 
to accommodate these requests.  If you have any questions 
concerning the walk, contact De Dalum at dande12@sbcglobal.
net or visit our website for more information.
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