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                            Master Gardener Spotlight 
 
Introducing: Tom Brinkman 
 
I’ve been married to Sue for 37 years, we have one 
daughter. Something that people may not know 
about me is that I was once in a Catholic monastery. 
I took the MG Basic classes in 2001 from Larry and 
Kay Herreid. All master gardener projects are fun, 
but probably the Downtown Farmers Market project 
is my favorite.  It promotes the mission of our or-
ganization and is a great venue to connect with so 
very many members of the community. My free time, 
when there is any, is spent entertaining friends. We 
love having friends over to enjoy good food. Sue and 
I have taken a few cooking classes together and en-

joy pairing food with good wines. My favorite movie is AVATAR and my favorite au-
thor is Dean Koonz. One wish to be granted...there would be no poverty or hunger in 
the world. So many things to do and not enough life times to do them! 

Introducing: Bridget Staley 
 
My favorite master gardener activities are the Outa-
gamie Co. Fair and any Garden Walk.  Both are great 
ways to meet people and help with gardening ques-
tions.  Even if you don’t know all the answers (and 
who does), you can always find someone who does.  
In my free time, I like to do cooking/canning, crafts of 
all kinds from beading to concrete leaves, and diddling 
on the computer.  All of them take more time than I 
have to donate to them.  I also wish I could learn how 
to weld; my husband Alan doesn’t have time.  I have a 
hidden talent: In 1978 my grandmother took me to the 
Ukrainian gift shop in Minneapolis.  She paid the $10 
for them to give me a lesson on how to decorate the 
“Psyanky”.  We bought the supplies and I’ve been 

making them ever since even raising my own geese for their eggs, but sadly I don’t 
seem to have the time now.  My best vacation, hands down, was last year’s ten day 
trip to Austria.  With its clean air, beautiful cities, country sides and no bugs!  It was 
too short.  If I had the money, I’d love to get to Ireland.  I would specifically like to 
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see Ross Trevor, 20 minutes south of Belfast 
where the McGivern clan is from on my dad’s side 
of the family, then to Ringaskiddy in County 
Down south of Dublin on the coast of Ireland 
where my grandfather Mehigan was born.  They 
say there are 30 different colors of green in Ire-
land.  I would like to make, write or do something 
to memorialize my mother and her art.  I don’t 
quite know how to go about it.  Her art is spread 
out from Detroit to Minneapolis, from Denver to 
South Dakota and many places in between.  My 
sister is also an artist and shares this dream. 
 

Master Gardener Coordinator: Hours Summary 2011 
By Jess Wickland 

 
As another year draws to a close, I started looking back over my log of my master 
gardener coordinator hours.  I certainly have been kept busy helping with various 
projects or stepping in for a board member here and there.  By a vote from the or-
ganization last year, it was agreed that I would work additional hours from last year, 
bringing my total hours this year to 227.  As I type this in mid-November, I have 
about twenty hours left to use which will undoubtedly be used getting ready for the 
level 2 (advanced) training next year, working to get the 501(c)3 status for the or-
ganization, and the little projects like keeping up with the UW-Extension facebook 
page.   
 
By far the project I spent the most time on was basic training.  This includes being at 
the classes, answering questions, fielding comments and concerns from the students, 
sending out the survey to help us improve the training in future years, and attending 
the education committee meetings.  The second project I spent the most time on 
was being at the UW-Extension, fielding phone calls, emails and walk in traffic from 
homeowners.  This time includes when I had not started working for the county in 
the spring, and after I had used up my 500 hours with the county.  Other projects 
that took up a large amount of time were compiling and recording dues paid and 
hours completed at the end of the year, helping with the pre-sale and bulb sale, the 
mentor program, and keeping up to date on the facebook page.   
 
At the beginning of the year, the board and I worked on putting together a list of 
projects I will be in charge of completing.  These projects had once been done by 
Denise, but she needs extra time at the UWEX to complete her duties and to help 
Kevin and Zen with Farm Tech Days coming up next year.  A few of the new things 
that happened this year under my coordination include a new projector for the or-
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