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What do you do in winter instead of gardening?  I have a few hobbies I am passionate about besides 
gardening.  I make several fleece blankets a year for friends and family.  My sister and I also donate several 
blankets a year to the local homeless and battered women’s shelters.  I also love to do paper crafting.  I try to 
make all my own birthday, wedding, anniversary, sympathy cards as much as possible.   
 
General 
What do you like to do in your free time- besides gardening?  Since moving into a woods, my husband and 
I love watching and feeding the birds.  We keep a book and mark each new bird we see that comes to our 
feeders and the time of year they come and leave.  Since we moved here we have recorded about 47 differ-
ent birds.  My husband has about six bird feeders that he tops off every day….rain, snow or shine.  We like to 
consider them our pets, and best of all, they always keep the mess outside. 
 
 

Member Spotlight  

Jaci Micke  
Class of 2015 
 
Gardening 
How old were you when you started gardening? I’m thinking about my 
mid 20s. 
     
How did you get interested in gardening and what do you like best 
about it? I remember loving all the flowers in my grandmothers’ yards 
so I think that is where I get the passion from and who doesn’t love all 
the colors? 
 
Who taught you how to garden? Pretty much a lot of trial and error 
(sometimes more error). 
 
What was the first thing you ever planted? hostas 
 
What is the strangest thing you ever planted in your garden? A volunteer puff mushroom, loved it. 

 
What is your favorite plant, shrub or flower and 
why? That is a hard one...the peonys with that fra-
grant bloom. 
 
What is your strongest motivator to get out and 
garden?  Just to see the progress of each plant 
emerging from the ground to watching the flowers 
bloom. 
 
What is your favorite gardening store and why? I 
don’t really have a favorite I like to visit them all. 
 
What are your favorite gardening tools and why? 
The garden trowel (use it a lot) the pruners well be-
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cause there is always something to trim or cut and I 
just ordered myself a Hori Hori knife. I’m pretty excited 
about this. 
 
Do you use garden structures or art?  I have many gar-
den structures and art from a pergola, signs, glass 
balls, lightning rods and a small pond with a waterfall. 
 
What is your method of keeping pests out of your 
garden? Well I must say that I am lucky that I don’t 
have a critter problem thanks to my three barn cats 
and as for bugs, I use insecticidal soap if needed. 
 
What is your favorite gardening activity?  The peren-

nials are my favorite. 
 
What is your favorite master gardener volunteer opportunity? I love working the plant sale from the 
potting to helping the customers at the sale. 
 
What’s the most challenging gardening project you have worked on? Placing hundreds of yards of rock 
around our home, but worth it in the end. 
 
Is there any part of gardening that frustrates you and why? The weeds of course. 
 
What and where was the coolest garden you ever visited? The gardens at the Walt Disney parks, amazing. 
 
Personal 
Do you have any hidden talents? Or what would be two things that your peers would say you do extreme-
ly well? I do like creating garden art or points of interest in the yard.  I do keep my husband busy.  
 
What do you consider to be your greatest achievement? Turning my yard into many garden beds and 
building our own pond. 
 
Tell us about your significant other? Kids? 
Pets? Between my husband Kelly and I we 
have four children and three granddaugh-
ters. Also living with us are our two dogs and 
one housecat along with the three barn cats. 
 
Does your family garden with you? We 
have the grandkids come out and help plant 
an acre of pumpkins then of course to come 
help pick them which they love because they 
get to find the biggest one and get four 
wheeler rides.  We usually end up with a 
couple of hundred pumpkins that we share 
with family, friends and neighbors. 
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General 
What do you like to do in your free time- besides gardening? We try to get out and get some camping in as 
well as hit the four wheeler trails from spring through fall. 
 
What is the best vacation you've ever taken? We've been to so many places here in the states from Key 
West to Wyoming, I couldn’t even choose a favorite.  I think I could be a professional vacationer. 
 
Why do you like living in this area? Well, I do like the four seasons we get to experience, but you really 
don’t need to look very hard to find something to do.  There is always some sort of festival or activities going 
on year round. 
 

 
 

Sanctioning Volunteer Projects 

Submitted by Karen Peckham 
 

Ready, Set, Spring!  Let’s be ready to get active in the gardens and core volunteer projects we’re known for: 
Appleton Farm Market, MG Library Presentations, OCMGA Garden Walk and Plant Sale.  But, we’re ready for 
more! 
 
We’re just beginning our list of annual projects for 2016: Fox Cities Book Festival (Tom Wentzel); Hearth-
stone Historical House (Cheryl Theimer); Seed Library (Kari Witthuhn); and State Vegetable Crop Trials (Anne 
Donnellan).  Check them out on our website.  Let’s make this list grow.  
 
As a Master Gardener, you have the opportunity to initiate a project idea for volunteer service to the com-
munity.  Simply complete the short Project Sanction Form (found in Members/Forms   http://
www.ocmga.net/members-only/forms.aspx ). 
 
The possibilities are many!!  You have the opportunity to “write your own job.”  Design or maintain a school 
garden or beautify a public area; display and staff an exhibit; or volunteer at a local public garden.  The possi-
bilities are unlimited.  Last year we had 25 Sanctioned Projects.   
 
Other opportunities for volunteering include giving a presentation at public events or to organizations.  A 
Presentation Sanction Form is needed for these, unless you are making a presentation as part of an already 
Sanctioned Project.   
 
All approved Sanctioned Projects will be listed on the member master gardener website giving members op-
portunities to assist in completing these projects.  Keep your eye on the master gardener website for project 
opportunities and information on how to volunteer.  Let’s keep the list “growing.”  
 
 
 

"Are you having difficulty accessing the website? If so, contact 

Vicki Schilleman at switzerspoint@gmail.com for your user name 

and password." 

 

http://www.ocmga.net/members-only/forms.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/members-only/forms.aspx

