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SPOTLIGHTER – 
Jodi Debaker 

Submitted by Jill VanDenEng 

 

 

 

Jodi started helping her mother in the garden at age ten.  At that 
time, she didn’t have a choice.  The practice stuck with her, as she 
maintains her garden beds of perennials, vegetables, and herbs 
like a worker bee.  

“My motivator to get in the garden is pure beauty.  I love to sur-
round myself with flowers.  My favorite plant would be tiger lilies.  They are just beautiful.”  

While surrounded by her flowers, she has been known to kick off her flip flops and feel the earth.  
Her favorite tools to work with are her Fiskars snippers for deadheading and Neem for an organic 
approach to pest control.   

Her greatest frustration in her garden would be the box elder next door that sends out thousands of 
babies she has to pull daily.  It’s also a challenge to keep her three dogs out of the beds.  

“One of my greatest achievements would be taking the Master Gardener class…passing…and 
shazam, a wonderful life has begun.” 

Jodi takes on the role of teaching others about gardening with ease.  She enjoys showing her 
granddaughter, Lillie, her methods in the garden.  She also volunteers at the pollinator garden, 
Farmer’s Market, the herb garden, and is on both the grounds and the education committees. 

“My favorite Master Gardener opportunity is the pollinator garden.  We have to identify plants. 
Farmer’s Market is a great way to teach the community as well.” 

When she is not gardening, Jodi may be found in the kitchen using her harvest.  

“Most people don’t know that I’m a great cook.”  She often shares her recipes using fresh, organic 
ingredients with friends, but not all of them. 

“My favorite recipe is spaghetti sauce.  I use fresh herbs and tomatoes.  I would share, but I can’t. 
It’s all in the shake and taste…repeat.” 

If she had a wish, it would be for a longer growing season.  She is not a fan of the snow, but has 
lived with it both here in Wisconsin and in her home state of Maine.  “I like Wisconsin because the 
people are friendly and helpful,” she said.  

During the long winter months, she looks forward to the arrival of the seed catalogs, and dreams of 
the days she can start planting seeds in one of her three greenhouses.  

If money weren’t an issue, she’d be in Hawaii, surrounded by the amazing flowers that grow there. 
“The smells of flowers there are incredible,” she said.  

And if the opinion of neighbors wasn’t an issue, she’d get rid of her front lawn and grow a prairie.  

“I dream about making my front lawn a prairie garden, get rid of the grass and plant natives.  My 
neighbors wouldn’t like it, that’s why I haven’t done it yet.” 

Gardening is certainly in her soul, and we are thankful Jodi is willing to share her skill, knowledge, 
and energy with the community.  Like her favorite gardening quote, her contributions bring benefits 
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that last longer than her volunteer hours.  

“When you put a layer of compost over your soil, you’re basically transporting a metropolis of 
tiny creatures to your yard.” 

   SPOTLIGHTER  -  Steve Verboomen 
 
  

I was about fifty years old when I started gardening (a late bloomer). The embarrassing thing I recall 

is that when my wife Kathy and I lived up north, we bought a house with an amazing garden which I 

mowed down and grassed in! Gardening for me happened by accident, but it is currently one of my 

biggest pleasures in life. My backyard neighbors gave me a few perennials,  I purchased the book 

“The Gardeners Bible” and met a few other gardeners who taught me a thing or two. Every year I 

became a bit more of an experimentalist in the garden. One of my biggest pleasures is trying some-

thing new in the garden to see if it works. I would say in many cases it does not come out how I 

planned, but usually there is a learning process. My biggest success was learning about huge-

kulture (burying wood and other items that break down into black soil). My biggest pleasure in huge-

kulture is that the worms do the work for me by  breaking down the compost. I also love the use of 

rain barrels in gardening by again taking what mother nature gives us and using that resource for 

our gardening benefits. 

  

 I really have two parts of my gar-

dening career. In my first few 

years of gardening, I was so wor-

ried about the results. I was frus-

trated with insects, animals and 

weather damage which resulted in 

lower crop volume. Now I look at 

gardening as love over success. 

Every time I am in a garden 

(community, neighbor’s or my 

own) I love it.  It is no longer 

work, but rather a place that I want 

to be.   

  

In closure, I have the magnificent 

seven that have motivated me to 

gardening. The first would be God 

since almost every time I garden, I am praying about something. Second through fourth, I think of 

the great gardeners in my life who have past on: my father - I was young when he past, but I recall 

him tilling our garden and eating all those yummy veggies in the 60’s; my uncle who told me when I 

was in high school that he felt every man should spend at least an hour a day in the garden; my 

best friend’s father who instilled in me a love for candy corn and swiss chard from his garden. Fifth 

is my backyard neighbor Mary Butzer who not only got me involved in gardening, but also chats with 

me weekly about garden improvement ideas. Sixth is my mother- in-law Ruth Spielbauer who, even 


