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Gardening 

How old were you when you started gardening? 

I grew up with 10 siblings on a Dairy farm in Wisconsin.  I 

learned to garden very young as we grew and preserved all 

the fruits and vegetables we needed for our family. 

  

How did you get interested in gardening and what do 

you like best about it? 

I enjoyed being outdoors and having a variety of fresh pro-

duce. 

  

Who taught you how to garden? 

My Mother taught me many of my gardening 

skills, however, my Grandparents who lived with us on the 

farm also had a great influence. My Grandfather enjoyed 

ordering new seed varieties from the seed catalogs which 

was exciting to see how they would grow and how they 

tasted. 

  

What is your favorite gardening activity?  (Working 

with herbs, starting a veggie garden, working in a per-

ennial garden, etc.) 

I enjoy being in all the gardens, The herbs for cooking and teas, the vegetables for cooking and preserving for 

the long winter months and the perennial gardens for all the beauty they bring throughout the whole year, not 

only with the flowers and color, but all the wildlife they attract.  

  

What is your favorite style of gardening and why? 

I have done several styles of gardens including straw bale gardens, raised bed, trellis for hanging tomatoes and 

containers for several years. I do not particularly have a favorite for they all are beneficial for what I plant in 

them. As I age I certainly appreciate the raised beds and straw bales; the containers are great tor bringing in-

doors for the winter months. This year I have placed the straw bales under the trellis with the drip line for wa-

tering with the hopes of a covering for a greenhouse in the spring for earlier planting. 

  

What is your favorite master gardener volunteer opportunity? 

I enjoy volunteering at the Plant Sale, Garden Walk, County Fair, anywhere I have the opportunity to meet 

with others who enjoy talking and learning about gardening.  

  

Do you have a favorite recipe using fruits and vegetables from your garden? 

 I have several recipes I enjoy using with produce from the garden, some I make up to go with what I have 

available. My favorite canning recipes would be a salsa and spaghetti sauce. For fruits I enjoy pies and making 

wine. 
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 Personal 

Tell us about your significant other? Kids? Pets? 

I am married. My husband has built me a large raised garden and a trellis with a drip line watering system for 

the hanging tomatoes.  My youngest son is living at home; he has helped me this year with planting, weeding 

and harvesting from the garden. I enjoy teaching him how to garden; his favorite is the berries which he has 

been picking since he could walk. We also raise many animals which keep us busy including chickens, ducks, 

turkeys, goats and emu. 

  

What do you do in winter instead of gardening? 

We have a sun room attached to our garage where I winter over many of my plants including flowers and veg-

etables I have in containers such as peppers tomatoes, herbs etc. It is so great to have fresh vegetables and 

herbs to cook with in the winter months. I also start planning my seedlings to plant in the spring when all the 

seed catalogs start to arrive. When possible we visit family and do some hunting. 

   

General 

If money were no object, where would you vacation to and why? 

Why do you like living in this area? 

I like living here in Wisconsin as we can truly enjoy all four seasons and the natural resources we have availa-

ble. Someday I would like to travel to Alaska. 

  

What is something you would like to learn more about? 

I am interested and would like to learn more about hydroponic gardening in the future. 
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My first experience with gardening was when my mom reserved garden space by our house in Maine. I was in 

second grade and planted flower seeds. The snap dragons, bachelor buttons and other flowers emerged and 

rewarded this kid with multiple blooms. My neighbor across the street even paid me to deadhead her roses. 

When my husband and I bought our first house, he took over the gardening.  After a couple years, we read 

about the Toward Harmony with Nature Conference presented by the Wild Ones.  We became inspired by the 

conference. I took over the gardening and little by little changed our garden to mostly native plants. We also 

added new gardens after having success with the orig-

inal garden.  I enjoy watching hummingbirds, butter-

flies and bees attracted by the gardens. We downsized 

three years      ago, but moved as many plants as pos-

sible to our new smaller yard. One of my favorite 

flowers is hepatica because it is the first to flower in 

my yard and at my second home. The bees love it. 

 

Our second home is on the Embarrass River where we 

spend a lot of weekends. There are three areas around 

the house where we have planted gardens, but nature 

determines what ultimately grows there.  The last few 

wet years have caused several feet of shoreline to fall 

into the river when a couple huge trees fell. 


