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Master Garden Spotlight 

                   Cheryl Theimer 

 
 
As a youngster, the family summer meal plan sort of followed the vegeta-
bles growing in the garden.  It probably started with peas and then young 
carrots, green beans, even kohlrabi (not my favorite), sweet-sour cucum-
bers, all served with a cream sauce on potatoes with addition of a select-
ed meat.  Of course, there were pickles and beets as well.  I guess it could 
be described as “economical and healthy eating.”   Picking berries with my 
aunts was special fun with buckets of strawberries, raspberries, blackber-
ries, elderberries and grapes. All these wonderful fruits gave me the idea 
to try wine making: dandelions, rhubarb, grape (mixing tame and wild 
grapes), and elderberry.  My mother had extensive flower gardens which received a generous load of ma-
nure each spring which lead to my extensive training in the art of weeding.  Once I ordered a package of 
huckleberry seeds from Jungs Seed Catalog, planted them at a relative’s farm and for some reason rather 
forgot about them for a time.  Then one day there were these high bushes covered with these beautiful 
large purple berries; wonderful pie!  

A home of my own gave me a large yard and opportunity to fill a large area with  vegetables and many flow-
ers. I was privileged to be on the 2012 Garden Walk.  I think it was during one of the hottest stretches July 
could offer.  My husband and I watered sometimes twice daily just to keep things alive.  The water bill 
brought a call from the city wondering if something was wrong at our house.  After my husband died, I am 
living in a smaller place and my garden is limited to pots of flowers and gardening at my church.  There is a 
saying, ”When God closes a door, He opens a window.” And that takes me to my second home:  Hearthstone 
Historic House Museum.  As I was training to be docent and lead tours, I noticed the two antique urns in 
front were filled with  “bouquets of artificial flowers.” I asked permission to plant them with live flowers and 
that led to a whole new garden venture that has continued for five years and hopefully into the future.  With 

the help of MG David Calle, who has pro-
vided a wonderful historical background 
along with digging and planting power, 
the house has slowly been enhanced. We 
have been working off a landscape design 
by Dennis Buettner, that was drawn for 
Hearthstone, but never purchased.  Mr. 
Buettner was a nationally known land-
scape architect whose credits include WI 
Governor’s  Residence, Paine Art Center, 
and Allen Centennial Gardens.  MG 
Eamonn Lenaghan has trimmed and cut 
down more brush and branches than 
thought possible.  Five years of planning, 
planting, moving, some trial and error, 
PATIENCE, MG grant money, help from 
volunteers (we need more), are slowly 
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transforming the exterior of the property to match the beautiful interior of this 1882 Appleton landmark. It 
has been my privilege to be part of the OCMGA and the membership.  Their educational and sanctioned 
projects are very much appreciated and of great asset to our community.   

Master Garden Spotlight                   

Lorie Stoltz 

 

My name is Lorie Stoltz. I am the newly elected Education Committee 

Chairperson.  I joined OCMGA in September, 2018, after completing the 

level one class. I was interested in OCMGA for a number of reasons, but 

mainly to meet fellow gardeners and to share our love for growing plants 

and learn new techniques in growing vegetables and indoor plants.  

 

I was introduced to gardening as a young girl, watching my grandfather 

grow the most beautiful vegetables in the fertile soil of southwest Michi-

gan, which we fondly call “muck”. My mother continued the tradition of 

gardening and my memories of growing up in SW Michigan were that we had to pick and process the garden 

vegetables of beans, tomatoes, strawberries and vining vegetables such as melons, cucumbers, and squash. 

The plentiful fruits of blueberries, cherries, peaches and apples grown in SW Michigan have influenced my 

love of gardening and cooking.  She grew vegetables that could be preserved, and I treasure memories of 

canning, freezing and drying fruits together.  

 

Today, I also enjoy growing outdoor perennial plants and flowers, annual flowers, 

vegetables, and fruit trees on our property. I love fostering my houseplants such 

as wax plants, Kalanchoes, vines, jade plants and orchids indoors. I love to travel 

and when I am able to visit a garden, or national park, that is my goal for each trip 

we take.  Recently in 2019 we visited Hilo, HI and the 

coolest garden I ever went to was Hawaii Tropical Bo-

tanical Garden.  This philanthropist dream garden was 

created to be a beautiful example of tropical plants 

from all over the world, with an emphasis on orchids. 

The warmest garden I visited was early in 2020 when 

we traveled to Arizona and hiked in Saguaro National 

Park where you can view a plentiful variety of different cacti; a favorite are the 

ancient saguaro and prickly pears. 

 


